Highlights, facts, and figures from IWDK 2019
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”

As I see it, Denmark has a

unique opportunity right now
to lead the way in ensuring
that digitization is a positive
force in our world’s societies,
culturally and politically.
And at IWDK we believe
the way forward is to stand
firmly by our Scandinavian
values: Putting people first
when designing the digital
solutions of tomorrow.
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DIGITAL CHANGE //
CHANGE DIGITAL
The digital revolution is changing our society more rapidly
than ever before.

The one burning question was: What kind of digital future do
we want?

Amazing – and for some, also frightening – technologies are
challenging us.

As I see it, Denmark has a unique opportunity right now
to lead the way in ensuring digitization is a positive force
in our world’s societies, culturally and politically. And at
IWDK we believe the way forward is to stand firmly by our
Scandinavian values: putting people first when designing
the digital solutions of tomorrow.

New – but also disruptive – business models are
transforming society.
And an exciting – but also potentially overwhelming –
demand for new skills is increasing pressure on all of us.
In light of these developments, there has never been a
greater need for a meeting place that brings people from all
walks of life together to debate these digital opportunities
and challenges. And IWDK 2019 was that meeting place.
With the theme DIGITAL CHANGE // CHANGE DIGITAL, IWDK
2019 not only invited everyone to participate in constructive
conversations about the digitization of every level of our
society. We encouraged institutions, businesses and
citizens to act, engage and take responsibility.

Ever since the first IWDK in 2014, the festival has continued
to evolve and grow, and it’s safe to say that IWDK 2019 has
exceeded all expectations. More participants, more events,
more speakers and venues in nine cities. Once again,
we have succeeded in creating an inclusive platform for
debating and reflecting on digitization.
With this report about IWDK 2019, I hope that you’ll be
inspired to partner up, engage and participate when IWDK
returns on May 12 - 17 in 2020. You’re all invited.
Jacob Bundsgaard
Mayor of Aarhus
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THE FESTIVAL
IWDK is Denmark’s leading digital festival.
IWDK is the place to meet, learn and debate digital changes. It
is the place where competing businesses collaborate and join
forces to create a festival together. It is the hub where diverse
opinions meet in respectful dialogue. It is a festival with events
for both experts, strategists, generalists, students and pupils.
When IWDK started in 2014, the idea was to organize an
annual festival ‘celebrating the internet’, hence the name:
Internet+Week+Denmark = IWDK. However, the core value
of the festival is to put people first in the digital age and the
focus is on how technology influences our lives in a myriad
of ways and how we can develop technology in a humancentered way.
The festival continues to grow with more participants, more
speakers and more events in more cities. IWDK is always
looking for new partners and alliances and encourages you to
contact us and take part in IWDK2020.
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The festival is six full days of knowledge
sharing, innovation, and fun.

IWDK is a place to gather and share digital
knowledge. In 2019, almost 11,000 festival
participants got together to discuss the
digital age and future of business.

62
344

10,968
62 public and private companies
in 10 cities hosted events during
IWDK 2019.

We’re a festival with a very large number of super
talented and inspiring speakers. This year, we had
340+ speakers sharing their ideas and knowledge.
What a bundle of awesomeness!

107 companies and organisations
hosted one or more events
during the six day festival.

We offered a total of 142 events. The topics
were among others artificial intelligence,
ethics, virtual reality, politics, digital talent,
smart cities, design, and cyber security.

107
142
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A FEW OF OUR
MANY EVENTS

The fact that the IWDK festival programme is
crowdsourced is a huge strength. A variety of
companies, educational institutions, public sector
institutions, NGO’s and consultants join forces to
create a strong and varied programme for the six
day festival. IWDK 2019 was no exception and here a
couple of themes debated:

DIGITAL LEADERSHIP
The digital development calls for new ways to lead
our businesses and our staff. New opportunities
occure, but also a demand to develop and a high
stress level amongst employees. Therefore, there has
to be a focus on people, skills and management in a
sustainable culture.
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NEW SKILLS

COMMUNICATION AND DEMOCRACY

TECH AS LEISURE AND FAMILY TIME

Jobs will change and new skill sets are required. Our
children, youths and staff need to be properly skilled
to handle new demands. Skills within innovation,
design, STEAM and collaboration need to be trained,
discussed and trained again.

Online appearance and online dialogue change
the working grounds for marketing companies, for
media and for our democratic society. New tools are
available, but that causes new ways of communicating
and debating.

The digitization creates a lot of leisure time
oppportunities. E-sport is a rapidly growing industry.
At the same time children and youths live online
lives that many parents and adults do not
understand or feel insecure about.

INCLUSION IN TECH

NEW TECHNOLOGIES – NEW POSSIBILITIES

DIGITAL RESPONSIBILITY

All sectors are influenced by the digital and
technological development and therefore we need
a strong inclusion with a diverse working force and
a strong focus on strong collaboration between the
technological experts, other professions and the
end users.

Knowledge sharing about the opportunities with new
technologies is essential to create a wide sector
development. But to be truly innovative we need
some businesses to go in front of best practice and
hence a strong focus on the start ups and their skills
are needed.

With the technological possibilities comes a huge
task to act responsible. Businesses should be
based on responsible business models, legislation
needs to keep up to prevent misuse of data
and citizens need a basic understanding of
the technological development’s influence on their
privacy.
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10,968 festival
participants

WHO PARTICIPATES IN IWDK?

0,5% other

The fact that almost 11,000 people
took part in IWDK 2019 makes IWDK
an important platform for networking,
knowledge sharing and debating the
digital agenda.

51%
female
48,5%
male

Gender of participants

71%
professional

The digital future has an impact on all of
us and we need to involve everybody.
During IWDK 2019 the entire eco-system
was engaged:
•

School classes had innovation
camps

•

Youths had particular conferences

•

Students had hackathons and
participated in numerous events

•

Professionals took part in
strategical debates, hands on
workshops and knowledge sharing
events

•

Citizens participated in debates and
activities

Having both politicians, decision makers,
professionals from various sectors,
students, pupils and citizens participate
in the festival and having an almost
fifty-fifty gender equality, makes IWDK
the inclusive platform that we aim to be.

29%
civilian

”

Distribution of participants

87% Danish

13% other

Diversity is being invited to the party.
Inclusion is being invited to dance.
– Phil Hall, Content Producer at Designit during the track
’Sustainability through Diversity in Tech’

The area of work/study
of the participants

Business sector
of the partipants
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THE IMPACT WE HAVE
IWDK enjoys a huge support from companies, organizations and institutions - both in terms of generous
contributions of time, knowledge and help as well as a high level of financial commitment.
In 2014 the City of Aarhus initiated the festival and has in 2019 contributed with a total of 1,500,000. In 2019
every 1 Danish Krone invested by City of Aarhus has generated an investment of 7 Danish Kroner from other
premium partners, partners, and event organizers.
The data presented below showcases the value of the economic activity generated by all contributing
partners to IWDK 2019:

1. Event Value
The total value generated by event organizers in
2019 was 8,012,000 DKK.
2. Sponsorships
The contribution by private companies,
organizations and institutions is 1,070,000 DKK.
3. Premium Partners
Premium partners donated in total 3,150,000 DKK.
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BECOMING A NATIONAL FESTIVAL
The vision for IWDK is to become an even more relevant
digital festival on a national level with a clear international
focus and outreach. IWDK 2019 could present wider
national reach, more international speakers (10 %)
and a larger percentage of international
participants than the previous years.
At IWDK 2019 several
events where held as
an international dialogue
having internationals
organizing the events,
including an exhange
between Chinese and
Danish startups and
discussing national,
public AI courses
from a Finnish model.
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PARTICIPANT STORIES
The many participants in IWDK have different agendas and perspectives for attending the festival.
But a common need and wish is to discuss the digital changes, get new knowledge and meet
others working with digitization.

”
EVA JONASSEN

Chief People & Performance Officer, WhiteAway Group
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It makes me proud and happy, that Aarhus and the region
is able to put on such a wide variety of events circling
around digital change. This year I participated in one event:
Digital Leadership, where a handful of speakers presented
their view of what it takes to lead in an area of (digital)
change. From hands-on cases to more theoretical input,
a good mix. When going to conferences or other events, I
look for inspiration and dialogue around topics of interest.
IWDK gives me that.

MICHAEL AASTRUP JENSEN

Member of the Danish Parliament, Venstre

”

I went to IWDK last year, I’m here this year, and I’m definitely coming back next
year as well! IWDK is an amazing place to source inspiration, and it has this
great startup vibe and energy to it. It’s a great thing to have here in Aarhus.

PETER ANDERSEN

Senior Digital Consultant, Nodes

NIKHITA CHUGARI AND
SWAR RAISONGHANI

Co-Founders, Xeno Co-lab

”

As a politician, I believe it is
important that Denmark stays at
the spear of the digital revolution.
That we are at the forefront and
really try to make sure that our
young children are as ready as
possible for this revolution and
a place like IWDK helps us all do
just that.

”

”

It was great to be part of a diverse mix of participants and
perspectives discussing so many pressing topics of today!
We were also inspired to see such curiosity and openness for
hearing about our stories around designing for diversity.

Our school encouraged us to participate in the festival, and
I’m really interested in web development and start-ups, and
there are a lot of really cool events like Mobilepay’s UX Lab,
Local Rock Stars, and The Life & Death of a Startup that I look
forward to participate in.

JONATHAN FÆRGEMAND

Student, Webit
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A

BIGGER
REACH

One of the key targets for IWDK
is to make sure we as a society
constructively and critically discuss
technological development. It is a
discussion that is important online
and offline, on a local, national and
international level.
IWDK 2019 had a larger geographical
area and local media around Jutland
showed good interest in the topic
and the livestream of e-sport events
gave a total view of 11,511.
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SOCIAL MEDIA
STATISTICS
The statistics reflect the reach and impressions
from selected social media platforms based on all of
the users interacting with IWDK.

14,306 organic reach
during the festival week

3,042 followers

in total on our Facebook page

16,422 organic impressions
during the festival week

1,539 followers

in total on our Twitter page

7,336 organic impressions
during the festival week

1,175 followers

in total on our LinkedIn page

5,334 organic reach
during the festival week

880 followers

in total on our Instagram page
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PARTNER STORIES
Every year vital partners support IWDK and hence IWDK has become a digital community, where
partners show and share their expertise. They network with professionals, students and clients.
They use IWDK as a platform to improve skills, to explore new business models, to matchmaking
across industries and to showcase the best-in-class digital solutions.

”
JACOB QOURP MATTHIESEN

Managing Director, Nodes Aarhus
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Internet Week Denmark appeals to a very
broad audience. To Nodes, that is a great
strength and an important reason to why we
are partners. It gives us the opportunity to
bring our expertise into play with business,
students and IT professionals. It gives our
brand a boost and can also be used in other
contexts beyond the week of the festival.
At the same time, Internet Week Denmark
has evolved from having a narrow appeal
addressed to the digital audience of Aarhus
to involve the entire region and attract
participants from abroad. It gives the festival
the same ”out-of-perspective” that Nodes has.

BRIAN WOODWARD

Partner, Støvring Woodward Communications

”

If we are truly aiming to become a leading digital growth center in Europe, we
need national initiatives that put digitization and business growth on the agenda,
and IWDK is just that, which is why we have backed the festival as a partner. It’s
a platform where companies meet the new digital talents, and where business
professionals network with each other, which is such a crucial element if we
want to encourage more economic growth. As a national hub, we are the link
between these national initiatives and international events in order to emphasize
internationalization even more.

CAMILLA RYGAARD-HJALSTED

CEO, Digital Hub Denmark

”

The lively (and very spirited debate)
at the opening this year was great.
Friction can create movement, and I
hope IWDK will continue to be brave
enough to stoke that fire - to find
people who disagree and can discuss
their disagreements stubbornly
and adamantly (and respectfully, of
course). It is important for our society.
That is exactly why we are proud to
be a part of this. At the same time,
the festival must always be on watch
that it isn’t ”preaching to the choir”
or creating a consensus bubble and
continue to seek more and more
involvement of the general public.
Super festival and we hope to be a
part of it for many years to come.

”
CHRISTIAN CLEMMESEN MØLLER

CEO and founder, APEX Drone Racing

APEX Drone Racing participated as a partner in IWDK 2019 with an event
where we gave children, youths and adults the opportunity to build and
fly a racing drone. Our aim was to inspire them to engage in the sport
– and interest in technology in general – by making drone technology
tangible to the public. Our commitment to IWDK is due to a desire to
support the festival’s focus on technological and digital education –
especially of children and youths who are our core target group. IWDK
is a relevant and ambitious platform for us, where we are guaranteed
to meet both professionals, children and youths with an interest in
technology. As a platform, IWDK also offers massive exposure, eg.
in online and print media, which we were pleasantly surprised by the
value of. Our employees also participated in IWDK’s other events and
were themselves entertained both academically and personally by the
broad range of knowledge that IWDK offered in 2019. We look forward to
expanding our engagement in the years that come in cooperation with
the team behind the IWDK.
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TAKE PART IN IWDK 2020
An essential dogma in IWDK is the crowdsourced and co-creating way of working. IWDK is one big
collaboration and would not exist without our partners! Our partners supports IWDK with money,
services and expertise.
The IWDK partners engage in the festival for several reasons: networking, sharing and gaining
knowledge, visibility of their company and securing a good debate about digitization.
IWDK is a non-profit event and every single financial contribution goes into making the festival an
even better experience for all.
A partnership with IWDK is always based on an individual dialogue and there are many ways for your
business to take part in the event as a sponsor or event host. Here are some examples:

PREMIUM PARTNER
VALUE: 500.000 DKK

FESTIVAL PARTNER

CONTENT AND
EVENT PARTNER

VALUE: 100.000 DKK

VALUE: 50.000 DKK

•
•
•
•
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Maximum logo
exposure
Host of flagship event
Logo on all online and
offline media
10 VIP tickets for official
events

•
•
•
•

Status as ’Festival
Partner’
High profile event at
IWDK
Logo on all online and
offline media
10 VIP tickets for official
events

•
•
•
•

Status as ’Partner’
Logo on all online and
offline media
IWDK support event
5 VIP tickets for official
events

VIA University
College
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DENMARK’S
LEADING
DIGITAL
FESTIVAL
See you at the
next IWDK festival

MAY 12-17, 2020

Print: Lasertryk
Designed by: IWDK
Photos by: Moment Studio
Statistics from: Sli.do

IWDK
info@internetweekdenmark.com
iwdk.com
internetweekdenmark
company/internet-week-denmark
internetweekdk
internetweekdk

